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Catholic Church in Arizona hosts regional gathering, ‘Witness to
Hope: Responding to Mass Deportations’

PHOENIX, AZ — The Diocese of Phoenix, in partnership with the Hope Border Institute (HOPE) (El
Paso, TX) and the Center for Migration Studies (CMS) (New York, NY), brought together faith
leaders, diocesan staff, migrant advocates and community leaders from across Arizona and the
Southwest for “Witness to Hope: Responding to Mass Deportations,” a critical convening on
immigration on Thursday, March 12th, 2026 at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in Downtown
Phoenix.

The day-long event included workshops and strategy sessions addressing Catholic teaching on
immigration, the current policy landscape and responding to mass deportations, including
guidance on sensitive locations, communications, and accompaniment of affected families. Three
bishops attended the convening: the Most Rev. John P. Dolan (Bishop of Phoenix), the Most Rev.
John Wester (Archbishop of Santa Fe) and the Most Rev. Peter Dai Bui (Auxiliary Bishop of
Phoenix).

The convening was supported by the Diocese of Tucson and the Kino Border Initiative and also
co-sponsored by Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC),
Catholic Health Association, Jesuit Refugee Service-USA and the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

The Bishop of Phoenix, Most Rev. John P. Dolan, underscored the Church's moral responsibility
to welcome and defend migrants and refugees. “While our nation's immigration system is badly
broken and desperately in need of repair [...] any approach that villainizes those in the midst of
humanitarian crises is inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ [...] Meeting in person with
those fleeing death, starvation, extreme poverty, persecution, or great fear is almost always an
intense and powerful encounter with the wounded Christ himself.”
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“2025 was a Jubilee year, and one of the hopes that Pope Francis placed on us in his time was
the love for migrants. With the invitation of Pope Francis, we continue into this new year, 2026.
He is not here, but we are here,” said Father Andres Arango, Vicar for Human Dignity for the
Diocese of Phoenix. “The Diocese of Phoenix organized this regional gathering to let us know
that it is possible to open doors and be part of the solution. These are very difficult issues, but
together we can reflect and find solutions for a better society, where justice and opportunity
shine. There are many people deprived of a document, but never deprived of dignity.”

The gathering took place as part of a national initiative, the Catholic Immigration Prophetic Action
Project (Catholic IMMpact) organized by HOPE and CMS to assist the Catholic Church in
organizing a robust response on behalf of migrants and refugees living in fear of deportation.
Thursday’s event in Phoenix is the second Catholic IMMpact regional gathering following an
earlier event in Providence, Rhode Island which took place in December.

While many immigrants have been impacted this year by the current administration’s policies and
enforcement efforts, the most vulnerable population in the region comprises the nearly 2.7 million
persons without documents in Arizona (269,500), California (2.3 million) and New Mexico (60,
500), including children. According to CMS estimates, mass deportations in this region could
leave nearly 700,000 U.S. citizen children without both of their parents. Across all three states,
labor force participation rates are higher for undocumented individuals compared to the state
average (73% versus 61% in Arizona, 78% versus 59% in New Mexico and 78% versus 64% in
California).

“By grounding the conversation in data, solid policy analysis and community-led initiatives, the
Hope Border Institute and the Center for Migration Studies are working to support local dioceses
and bishops to develop a robust pastoral response, including parish preparedness and planning,
pastoral care and public witness,” said Sofia Lozano Pallares, Assistant Director of Community
Engagement at the Hope Border Institute and Catholic IMMpact Community Engagement
Specialist.

“The regional gathering in Phoenix reflects the moral imperative to respond to mass
deportations,” said Kevin Appleby, Senior Fellow for Policy & Communications at the Center for
Migration Studies of New York. “We’re grateful to the Diocese of Phoenix and the Diocese of
Tucson for their leadership in making this event happen. The Center for Migration Studies and the
Hope Border Institute believe now more than ever there is a need for strong local leadership in
responding to the real threat of mass deportations in our local Church and we are committed to
advancing this critical work across the country.”
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More About the Initiative
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PHOENIX, ARIZONA - La Didcesis de Phoenix, en colaboracién con el Hope Border Institute
(HOPE) (El Paso, Texas) y el Centro de Estudios Migratorios (CMS) (Nueva York, Nueva York),
reunid a lideres religiosos, personal diocesano, defensores de los migrantes y lideres
comunitarios de todo Arizona y el suroeste para celebrar «Testigos de la esperanza: respuesta a
las deportaciones masivas», una importante reunién sobre inmigracién que tuvo lugar el jueves
12 de marzo de 2026 en la Didcesis de Phoenix.

El evento, de un dia de duracidén, incluy? talleres y sesiones estratégicas en las que se abordé la
doctrina catdlica sobre la inmigracién, el panorama politico actual y la respuesta a las
deportaciones masivas, incluyendo orientacidn sobre lugares sensibles, comunicaciones y
acompafiamiento a las familias afectadas. Tres obispos asistieron a la reunién: el reverendisimo
John P. Dolan (obispo de Phoenix), el reverendisimo John Wester (arzobispo de Santa Fe) y el
reverendisimo Peter Dai Bui (obispo auxiliar de Phoenix).

La reunién contdé con el apoyo de la Didcesis de Tucson y la Iniciativa Fronteriza Kino, y también
fue copatrocinada por Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC),
Catholic Health Association, el Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados-USA y la Conferencia de Obispos
Catdlicos de los Estados Unidos (USCCB).

El obispo de Phoenix, el reverendisimo John P. Dolan, subray? la responsabilidad moral de la
Iglesia de acoger y defender a los migrantes y refugiados. «Aunque el sistema de inmigracion de
nuestro pais esta gravemente deteriorado y necesita urgentemente una reforma [...], cualquier
enfoque que demonice a quienes se encuentran en medio de crisis humanitarias es incompatible
con el evangelio de Jesucristo [...]. Encontrarse en persona con quienes huyen de la muerte, el
hambre, la pobreza extrema, la persecucién o el miedo intenso es casi siempre un encuentro
intenso y poderoso con el mismo Cristo heridos.

«2025 fue un afio jubilar, y una de las esperanzas que el papa Francisco deposité en nosotros en
su época fue el amor por los migrantes. Con la invitacién del papa Francisco, continuamos en
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este nuevo afio, 2026. El no esta aqui, pero nosotros si», dijo el Padre Andrés Arango, vicario
para la dignidad humana de la Didcesis de Phoenix. «La Diécesis de Phoenix organizé este
encuentro regional para hacernos saber que es posible abrir puertas y ser parte de la solucién.
Son preguntas muy dificiles, pero juntos podemos reflexionar y encontrar soluciones para una
sociedad mejor, donde brillen la justicia y las oportunidades. Hay muchas personas privadas de
un documento, pero nunca privadas de dignidad».

La reunién se llevé a cabo como parte de una iniciativa nacional, el Proyecto de Accién Profética
Catdlica sobre Inmigracién (Catholic IMMpact), organizado por HOPE y CMS para ayudar a la
Iglesia Catdlica a organizar una respuesta sélida en nombre de los migrantes y refugiados que
viven con el temor de ser deportados. La reunién en Phoenix es la segunda reunidn regional de
Catholic IMMpact, tras un evento anterior celebrado en Providence, Rhode Island, en diciembre.

Si bien muchos inmigrantes se han visto afectados este afio por las politicas y las medidas de
aplicacién de la ley del actual gobierno, la poblacién mas vulnerable de la regién estd compuesta
por casi 2,7 millones de personas indocumentadas en Arizona (269.500), California (2,3 millones)
y Nuevo México (60.500), incluidos nifios. Segun las estimaciones del CMS, las deportaciones
masivas en esta regidn podrian dejar a casi 700 000 nifios ciudadanos estadounidenses sin sus
padres. En los tres estados, las tasas de participacién en la poblacién activa son mas altas para
las personas indocumentadas en comparacién con la media estatal (73 % frente a 61 % en
Arizona, 78 % frente a 59 % en Nuevo México y 78 % frente a 64 % en California).

«Basando el didlogo en datos, analisis politicos sélidos e iniciativas lideradas por la comunidad,
el Hope Border Institute y el Centro de Estudios Migratorios estan trabajando para apoyar a las
diécesis y obispos locales en el desarrollo de una respuesta pastoral sélida, que incluye la
preparacion y planificacién de las parroquias, la atencién pastoral y el testimonio publico», afirmé
Sofia Lozano Pallares, subdirectora de Participacion Comunitaria del Hope Border Institute y
especialista en Participacion Comunitaria de Catholic IMMpact.

«La reunién regional en Phoenix refleja la obligacién moral de responder a las deportaciones
masivas», afirmé Kevin Appleby, investigador principal de Politica y Comunicaciones del
Centro de Estudios Migratorios de Nueva York. «<Agradecemos a la Diécesis de Phoenixy a la
Didcesis de Tucson su liderazgo para hacer posible este evento. El Centro de Estudios
Migratorios y el Hope Border Institute creen que ahora mas que nunca es necesario un liderazgo
local fuerte para responder a la amenaza real de las deportaciones masivas en nuestra Iglesia
local, y nos comprometemos a promover esta labor fundamental en todo el pais».

Imagenes fotograficas (Crédito: Didcesis de Phoenix y HOPE & CMS)
Mas informacidn sobre la iniciativa
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THE ROIMAN CATHOLK
DIGCESE of PHOENTX

One of the fastest growing Catholic dioceses in the United States, the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Phoenix consists of 94 parishes, 24 missions, 29 elementary schools, seven high schools,
three universities, and one seminary, with more than 2 million Catholics making this diverse,
vibrant, and faith-filled diocese their home. Founded on December 2, 1969, the Diocese of
Phoenix is comprised of Mohave, Coconino (except Navajo Indian Reservation), Yavapai, and
Maricopa Counties, and the Gila Indian Reservation in the State of Arizona for nearly 44,000
square miles.

The Hope Border Institute (HOPE) is the premier strategy center for faith leaders pursuing
justice at the US-Mexico border. Through a robust program of research and policy work,
leadership development and action, we work to build justice and deepen solidarity across the
borderlands. Learn more at www.hopeborder.org.

The Center for Migration Studies (CMS) is a New York-based educational institute devoted to
the study of international migration, to the promotion of understanding between immigrants and
receiving communities, and to public policies that safeguard the dignity and rights of migrants,
refugees, and newcomers. For more information, please visit www.cmsny.org.

The Diocese of Tucson comprises nine counties with an area of 42,707 square miles.
Geographically, the Diocese is the fifth largest diocese in the continental United States. It is a
mission diocese of 400,000 Catholics that are served by nearly 200 priests, 77 parishes, 34
missions, 23 Catholic schools, four member agencies and dozens of charitable and fraternal
organizations.

The Kino Border Initiative is a binational, non-profit, inclusive, Catholic organization rooted
locally in both Nogales (Arizona and Sonora) on the United States-Mexico border. We work in the
dimensions of humanitarian care, education, research and advocacy to respond to the needs of
migrants, deportees and those in need of international protection with a regional perspective
within Central and North America.

Notes on methodology: CMS data uses the 2023 American Community Survey and CMS’s
methodology to estimate undocumented residents, including those with liminal statuses
(DACA, TPS, humanitarian parole, and pending asylum) whose legal protections are shifting
rapidly under the current administration.
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